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                                                              Guidance Note 2 

Ideas on how to celebrate IVD 2014 in your country 

International Volunteer Day (IVD) 2014: Make change happen, volunteer! 

 

On 5 December, we recognize and appreciate hundreds of millions of people who volunteer to change the world 

into a better place. On IVD 2014, we not only celebrate and recognize volunteerism, but also pay special tribute to 

people’s participation in making a difference at all levels: locally, nationally and globally.  

IVD 2014 is an opportunity to build a clear foundation for celebrating volunteerism and people’s participation with 

the backing of a strong brand and messaging. IVD 2014 is using the established platform, Volunteer Action 

Counts, to build this foundation.   

For IVD 2014, we celebrate people’s participation in making a better world, and inform people how they, too, can 

volunteer in their community. We hope that as many volunteers and organizations as possible get involved.   

1. What is UNV doing for IVD 2014?  

This year, we are celebrating volunteerism through people’s participation by promoting a strong brand and 

consistent messaging. The purpose of IVD is to recognize the commitment of volunteers and volunteer 

organizations, to inform people about the impact of volunteering on peace and sustainable development, and to 

applaud volunteers for their dedication and impact.    

2. How do I begin?  

 Be clear about our 2014 IVD messaging. 

 Reach out to volunteers and volunteer organizations. Consider reaching out to organizations based in 

your country that are active through the Online Volunteering service. 

 Consider what kind of celebration would be appreciated in your host culture. 

 Be creative, start simply, and believe that every advocacy action counts. 

 Spread the IVD message to your local community and local and regional decision makers.  

 Get support from online volunteers to design IVD cards, posters, translate IVD social media content or to 

produce other promotional materials in local languages. 

3. How can I celebrate?  

Past IVD celebrations have included organized activities such as:  

  A march or rally. 

  A clean up. 

  A competition (street art, drawings, photographs, stories). 

  A blood donation. 

 Getting support from online volunteers to develop and/or coordinate an IVD Facebook event. 

 Volunteer fair. 

 

http://www.volunteeractioncounts.org/en/
http://www.volunteeractioncounts.org/en/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 Celebratory event (e.g. handing out certificates to Online Volunteering Award winners based in your 
country – asking organizations to talk about their experience with online volunteering). 

 Fundraising for a local volunteer organization. 

 Tweetathon (engage online volunteers to communicate tidbits and “happenings” in real time using the 
same hashtag throughout the day). 

 Feature already-made stories of online volunteers from other countries who have supported initiatives in 
your host country (contact your OV focal point in this regard). 

 Workshops about volunteer activities Speeches/ interviews of former or online volunteers. 

 Visit marginalized communities. 

 Sports festival. 

 Song written and produced for IVD. 

Tip: Be Creative! You are a brand ambassador for IVD! 

4. What are my tools?  

 Five Guidance Notes. 

 Graphic materials, including:  

a) The IVD 2014 logo and slogan;  

b) Letter-head with the logo that you can use for invitations, documents, etc.;  

c) E-mail banners; 

d) Posters with the slogan “Make change happen, volunteer!”; 

e) Templates to produce promotional items locally (stickers, mugs, t-shirts); 

f) New IVD web-pages – launched on the website of www.volunteeractioncounts.org - along with a social 

media interactive element. Here you can upload articles, photos and video about your IVD events for the 

world to see. The hashtag #actioncounts will continue to be used for IVD 2014.   

5. With these tools, you can start simply or, if possible, go big!  

 Meet with other organizations in your region to ensure they are aware of IVD, and have access to the 

tool kit;  

 Plan a celebration together of your activities; 

 Show and tell your activities; 

 Talk about the impact of volunteering; 

 Hand out badges, stickers, self-printed leaflets (POEM Funds are available to meet printing costs); 

 Offer to speak at a school, work place or other place of gathering; 

 Invite community members who have benefited from your volunteer efforts; 

 Invite online volunteers or organizations from your country;  

 Invite local decision makers to celebrate with you; 

 Contact local press offices, share articles/podcasts (see Guidance Note 3) from our tool kit, request and 

interview with a local radio station and, most importantly, write your own story and post it to 

www.volunteeractioncounts.org.  

 

http://www.volunteeractioncounts.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Some supportive thoughts 

Advocacy is about building awareness, then knowledge, then understanding, then support. 

Ultimately we want support from the decision-makers and ‘activist’ public, and understanding 

from communities. But awareness of IVD and volunteering impact comes first. 

Every action, however simple, counts. 

 

You are an important part of making this day a success, and we thank you! 

 


