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                                    Guidance Note 5 

                          MY World as a tool to promote volunteerism 

 

How can people all over the world actively contribute to the new development framework? Voting for the MY 

World survey makes people think about the key challenges affecting their lives, and can trigger a discussion on 

how to address these challenges. Rolling out MY World can also provide an opportunity to draw attention to the 

role of volunteerism in addressing development challenges after 2015: showcase how volunteerism is already 

contributing to peace and development in your country and ask people how volunteer efforts can be strengthened 

in the future!  

 

1. What is MY World? 

MY World is an options survey, launched in December 2012 by the UN Millennium Campaign (UNMC) with the 
support of the UN Secretary-General. It aims to engage as many people as possible around the world in a 
reflection about what is more important in their life, therefore contributing to a more inclusive definition of the post-
2015 policy framework. The survey will stay active until the end of 2015.  
 
People's voices collected through MY World inform global leaders as the intergovernmental negotiations for the 
post-2015 development agenda take shape. At a Special Event in September 2014, the UNMC brought more than 
five million votes to the attention of the Secretary-General and Member States. See what people voted for at 
http://data.myworld2015.org/. 

 

 
2. How to use MY World to promote volunteerism 

UNV supports the rollout of MY World as part of its efforts to integrate volunteerism in the sustainable 
development agenda. UN Volunteers have been disseminating the survey across the globe as a way to engage 
citizens and partner organizations in the survey, increasing the local outreach of this global exercise.  
 
UNV encourages its volunteers, partners and stakeholders to support the survey. Volunteer organizations can 
register as MY World partners to ensure that their contribution is recognized. Every single volunteer and 
volunteer-involving organization can do a lot to reach out to local communities and to the most marginalized, 
whose opinion is often neglected. 

 

This engagement can be strategic for your group because… 

 …it creates or strengthens links with partners; 

 …it allows to discuss about what matters and how these issues can be addressed; 

 …MY World can be the link between the local and the global level, by connecting the priorities identified at 

national level with the global development agenda.  

 

You can promote MY World: 

 by training your partners, to trigger a snowball effect; 

 during activities that focus on civic engagement and participation, such as conferences, seminars, 

workshops;  

 through local media and social media. 

 

http://www.endpoverty2015.org/about/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDgHSSFARJY&feature=youtu.be
http://data.myworld2015.org/
http://www.myworld2015.org/?partner=UNV&page=about-my-world


 

 

 

 

 

 

You can use MY World for evidence-based advocacy by, for example: 

 using the data from your country to present what people already voted; 

 showcasing examples of how volunteerism can help address different issues. 

 

 

3. Where to find materials to support your activities? 

The Campaign Toolkit provides general communication materials and guidelines to promote MY World 2015 and 
adapt it to your audience and context. The toolkit is available in English, French, Spanish and Chinese.  

 
 
4. Offline rollout 

No IT equipment or internet in the rural or urban communities? Not a problem! The survey can be done 

offline. In fact, the offline mode is often a better opportunity to discuss and engage people not only in choosing 
what matters most to them, but also how this can be addressed.   

 
Get the printable version of the ballot cards in English, Spanish, French, Bangla, Arabic, Chinese, Korean, 
Thai, Portuguese and Russian at My world partner site (Username: UNV / Password: 1234). In this site you also 

find the Excel template to fill for submitting the offline votes to support@myworld2015.org  
 
You can find inspiring examples of offline rollout in the MY World blog. 

 
 
5. Track your efforts! 

To register your votes as coming from UNV or a UNV 
partner, make sure you insert “UNV” as the partner code. 

 
For offline votes, it should go in the ballot paper as shown in the 

picture on the right, and in the Excel sheet to submit:  
 
For online votes, use the following link and choose your 

language: http://vote.myworld2015.org/UNV 

UNV 

http://blog.myworld2015.org/2014/08/28/new-partner-toolkits-available/
http://partner.myworld2015.org/
mailto:mailtosupport@myworld2015.org
http://blog.myworld2015.org/
http://vote.myworld2015.org/UNV

