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                                                             Guidance Note 1 

What is IVD and how do I explain the day? 

The purpose of this Guidance Note is to clarify the IVD message,  

and to offer thematic information on volunteer efforts worldwide. 

 

1) What is IVD 2014? 

The International Volunteer Day mandated by the UN General Assembly, is held each year on 5 December. It is viewed as a 

unique chance for volunteers and organizations to celebrate their efforts, to share their values, and to promote their work 

among their communities, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and United Nations agencies, government 

authorities, and the private sector. 

International Volunteer Day (IVD) 2014 recognizes and celebrates volunteerism, with a special focus on honoring people’s 

participation in making a difference at all levels: locally, nationally and globally. On 5 December 2014 join us in 

acknowledging and enhancing people’s participation, engagement and voice, in shaping and implementing development 

policies and the world we want. 

With IVD 2014, we continue to raise global awareness on the spirit of volunteerism through an annual day of celebrations, 

using the established platform, Volunteer Action Counts, in order to strengthen the IVD brand. As the Volunteer Action 

Counts and IVD become better recognized worldwide, future IVD celebrations can further promote the cause. We hope 

that more volunteers and volunteer organizations will participate in this annual celebration. Your role is crucial in making 

this IVD 2014 a success! 

2) What is our messaging for IVD 2014?  

 Building on the past successful celebrations, IVD 2014 will recognize and celebrate the participation of people 

making a difference locally/nationally/globally. 

 Volunteerism is recognized, within societies, as a way for all people and countries to achieve peace and 

development through the simultaneous eradication of poverty and significant reduction of inequalities and 

exclusion. Volunteerism promotes social cohesion, good governance, and human security.  

 Volunteerism and people’s participation are strongly linked. Volunteering in peace and development activities is a 

catalyst for the participation of people from all age groups, genders and backgrounds in decision-making 

processes. 

 Ultimately, the engagement of people from around the world will support a more inclusive post-2015 sustainable 

development framework. 

 UNV provides a substantive entry point to the UN system on issues related to enhancing people’s participation, 

engagement and voice, in shaping and implementing development policies and the world we want.  
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3) We can spread our message by:  

 Encouraging volunteers themselves to be the ‘Brand Ambassadors’; 

 Saluting, through our platform Volunteer Action Counts, those volunteers and volunteer organizations 

committed to spreading the message for IVD;   

 Using the nature of volunteering - an activity between people - to spread the brand and message of IVD;  

 Upholding IVD 2014 as an awareness and recognition campaign on volunteering - one that starts on December 5, 

2014 and develops through 2015.  

4) In what areas do volunteers bring commitment and hope worldwide?  

Securing access to basic social services 

 Volunteers have a significant contribution in securing access for all people to the universal basic social services, 

which are the main pillars of development. Their work improves the capacities of local, institutional and national 

authorities to deliver these services, and also the capacity of communities themselves to make best of use of 

these services. 

 A UN Volunteer in South Sudan and his medical services team attended to over 1000 internally displaced persons 

in a health clinic in 2013, providing essential services to people in dire need.  

Gender 

 Women are not only the most affected by poverty, conflict, and disaster, but are also active actors in recovery, 

peacebuilding, and development processes. Women’s equal participation in the peace and development process 

is no longer a matter of women’s and girl’s rights, but a prerequisite for sustainable development. Volunteerism is 

an enabler of gender equality and women's empowerment. Numerous volunteers are making contributions in 

various areas, including Gender Based Violence, women’s economic empowerment and women’s political 

participation. In addition, Volunteerism has a positive effect on the empowerment of beneficiaries of volunteer 

interventions and on volunteers themselves, which is one of many potential positive effects of volunteering on 

the empowerment of women.  

 UNDP and UNV are working on a project in Guinea-Bissau to support literacy for vulnerable women, because 

investing in the progress of women is investing in the progress of the entire community.   

Community resilience for environment and disaster risk reduction 

 Volunteers play an important role in strengthening awareness about the sustainable management of natural 

resources to prevent and mitigate the impact of disasters. The role of civil society and volunteerism can be critical 

in times of crisis and recovery by mobilizing volunteers who offer a sense of community, solidarity, goodwill, and 

often intimate knowledge of local needs and traditions. 

 In October 2013, a UN Volunteer in Haiti initiated a campaign that enabled the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti 

(MINUSTAH) to recycle 18% more of its solid waste. 

Peace building 

 Volunteer engagement promotes the civic values and social cohesion that reduce violent conflict at all stages. 

 Volunteerism can promote social justice, accountability and a culture of prevention that are foundations of 

sustainable development and durable peace. 

 One of UNV’s latest tasks for peacebuilding has been the support of 13 local commissions in the successful 

running of the presidential and legislative elections in Côte d’Ivoire. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Youth 

 Volunteerism has an important role to play in harnessing the potential of young people. It is an important means 

of supporting young people in their diversity, while fostering their inclusion in global peace and sustainable 

development processes. 

 UNV and a consortium of Guinean Youth organizations are working together on a campaign to raise awareness 

about Ebola and sensitize communities on how to prevent the transmission of the disease. 

National capacity development through volunteer schemes 

 The integration of volunteers in framing national volunteer legislations and schemes in order to improve 

sustainable development policies and programmes at the local and national level. 

 Recently in Rwanda, the UNV supported consultations that were held to stimulate an inclusive, bottom-up 

debate over the formulation of a nationally owned post-2015 development agenda.  


